Threaded inserts
(and machine
screws) allow
you to join two
pieces so they can
be disassembled
easily later.

RAISED PANEL

ONLINE EXTRAS

Jig for Threaded Inserts

Most of the devices I've
seen for installing threaded
inserts use a nut and bolt
to drive the insert into the
workpiece. The real trick
with this procedure is keep-
ing the insert straight as
you're screwing it into the
wood — it’s not nearly as
easy as you might think. So
when I need to install some

threaded inserts, I get out
a shop-built, hand-held jig
that I use with a ratchet, as
in the photo below. This jig
lets me drive the inserts in
straight every time.

The tool is just a block of
hardwood with a 3/"-deep
notch cut in one corner, see
drawing. A counterbored
hole is drilled through the

This simple tool makes it easy to install a threaded insert
straight. A nylon bushing and a spring help hold the
threaded insert upright as it’s driven into the workpiece.

notch to hold a /4"-20 hex-
head bolt and a nylon bush-
ing. The through hole is
sized to hold the bolt, and
the 14'"-dia. counterbore is
drilled 114" deep to accept
the 1/4" i.d. bushing that
holds the bolt straight while
you tighten it down.

Finally, I added a spring
between the bushing and
the nut and washer that are
tightened against the insert.
The spring provides just
enough downward pres-
sure to help the threads on
the outside of the insert to
cut into the wood.
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